06/07/2006 15:00 FAX 2033356899 


Coleman Sudol Sapone P.C 


@004 


AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS : 


1-19. (canceled) 


BEST AVAILABLE COPY 


20. (currently amended) A method for the treatmei it of hemorrhoids, comprising: 
providing an anoscope and a hemorrhoid occlusioi device, said anoscope 
including a hollow body having a sidewall provided with i window, said hemorrhoid 
occlusion device having a distal end provided with a pair • >f jaws, at least a distal one of 
said jaws including a C brU chapod clamping member; 
inserting said anoscope into an anal canal; 

manipulating said anoscope so that hemorrhoidal i .ssues protrude through said 
window into said anoscope; 

inserting said jaws of said occlusion device into st id anoscope; 

after the protruding of said hemorrhoidal tissues tl rough said window and after 
the insertingof said jaws into said anoscope, manipulatin:; said occlusion device so that 
said jaws are located on opposite sides of the hemorrhoid: 1 tissue s^ the manipulating of 
said occlusion device including manipulating said occlusi >n device so that one of said 
iaws is located on a far or distal side of the hemorrhoidal issues^ between the 
hemorroidal tissues and an inner or distal end of said anOi'^cope, and so that another of 
said jaws is located on a near or proximal side of the hem )rrhoidal tissue s, between the 
hemorroidal tissues and an outer or proximal end of said i t noscope : 

thereafter closing said jaws to clani^ the hemorrhc ddal tissues; and 
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subsequently operating a tissue occlusion componi nt of said occlusion device to 
permanently constrict a portion of said hemorrhoidal tissu js. 

21. (original) The method defined in claim 20 whe :ein the manipulating of said 
anoscope including turning said anoscope about a longitui inal axis so that said 
hemorrhoidal tissues are aligned with said window. 

22. (original) The method defined in claim 21 whc rein the turning of said 
anoscope is carried out after the inserting of said anoscopi into the anal canal 

23. (original) The method defined in claim 20 whc rein the jaws of said occlusion 
device are inserted into said anoscope after the inserting o f said anoscope into the anal 
canal. 

24. (original) The method defined in claim 23 wht rein the jaws of said occlusion 
device are inserted into said anoscope after the protruding of the hemorrhoidal tissues 
through said window. 

25. (original) The method defined in claim 20 wht rein said anoscope includes a 
shutter member for covering said window, wherein the in ;erting of said anoscope into the 
anal canal includes inserting said anoscope with said shut er member covering said 
window, further comprising moving said shutter member :o uncover said window to 
permit said hemorrhoidal tissues to protrude through said window. 
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26. (original) The method defined in claim 25 whes ein the moving of said shutter 
member including sliding said shutter member relative to iaid anoscope. 

27. (origmal) The method defined in claim 26 wherein said anoscope has a 
longitudinal axis, said sidewall being formed with a bulgii ig portion located on one side 
of said axis and extending firom a proximal end of said an< iscope partially along a length 
of said sidewaU towards a distal end of said anoscope, sal* I window being located in said 
bulging portion, said shutter member being slid along and in engagement with said 
bulging portion. 

28. (original) The method defined in claim 20, fur= her comprising maintaining 
said jaws in parallel to one another during the closing of said jaws. 

29. (original) The method defined in claim 20 wht rein the operating of said tissue 
occlusion component includes an action taken firom the gi oup consisting of stapling the 
hemorrhoidal tissues, injecting the hemorrhoidal tissues v ith a sclerosing composition, 
and irradiating the hemorrhoidal tissues with laser radiatit »n. 

30. (currently amended) A surgical instrument ass anbly for the treatment of 
henliorrhoids^ comprising an anoscope and a hemorrhoid < -cclusion device, 

said anoscope including a hollow body defining a longitudinal channel, said 
hollow body being closed at a distal end and at least parti; Jly open at a proximal end, said 
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hollow body having a sidewall provided with a window q aced from at least said distal 
end, 

said hemorrhoid occlusion device including an ins nunent shaft provided at a 
distal end with two jaws, at least one of said jaws including a C ■ or U shaped clamping 
member movable alternately away and towards the other i f said jaws for clamping and 
occluding hemorrhoidal tissues protruding through said window into said anoscope, said 
jaws being insertable into said anoscope so that said jaws ire located on opposite side of 
hemorrhoidal tissues protruding through said window intc said anoscop e. said jaws being 
mounted to a pair of parallel rods each connected at one e id to said shaft . 

31. (canceled) 

32. (currently amended) The surgical instrument a ;sembly defined in claim [[31]] 
30 wherein said jaws extend in planes oriented substantia ly perpendicularly to said rods. 

33. (currently amended) The surgical instrument a-;sembly defined in claim [[31]] 
30 wherein a given one of said jaws is slidably coupled to said rods, the other of said 
jaws being fixed with respect to said rods. 

34. (currently amended) The surgical instrument assembly defined in claim [[31]] 
30 wherein said rods are coupled to opposite sides of eacl= of said jaws. 

5 10/801.283 

P29-005 

PAGE 7/14 * RCVD AT 6/7/2006 2:53:20 PM [Eastern DayOght Time] • 8VR:U8PTO«FXRF-2/1 • DNIS:2738300 * C8ID:20333568d0 * DURATION <mm-ss):04-40 


06/07/2006 15:02 FAX 2033356899 


Coleman Sudol Sapone P.C 


@008 


35. (original) The surgical instrument assembly de ;ined in claim 30 wherein said 
hemorrhoid occlusion device further includes a hemorrhoid occlusion component 
mounted to said jaws for actuig on tissues gripped betwee i said jaws, to couple said 
tissues to each other. 

36. (original) The surgical instrument assembly deoned in claim 35 wherein said 
hemorrhoid occlusion component is taken from the group consisting of a stapling 
mechanism, an injection mechanism connectable to a reservoir of a sclerosing 
composition, and radiation guide elements connectable to a source of electromagnetic 
radiation. 

37. (original) The surgical instrument assembly d^ .fined in claim 36 wherein said 
occlusion component is a stapling mechanism including a staple cartridge removably 
mooted to one of said jaws. 

38. (original) The surgical instrument assembly de fined in claim 30 wherein said 
anoscope further includes a shutter member mounted to Sidd hollow body to cover said 
window during a positioning of the anoscope in an anal cnnal, said shutter member being 
movable relative to said hollow body to uncover said win- low to permit hemorrhoidal 
tissues to protrude through said window into said channel 

39. (original) The surgical instrument assembly dt fined in claim 30 wherein said 
hollow body has a longitudinal axis, said sidewall being i )nned with a bulging portion 
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located on one side of said axis and extending from said p oximal end partially along a 
length of said sidewall towards said distal end, said windo w being located in said bulging 
portion. 

40. (original) The surgical instrumwit assembly de ined in claim 30 wherein said 
jaws are moimted to said shaft so as to remain parallel to < ne another during opening and 
closing strokes of said jaws. 

41. (original) The surgical instrument assembly de 3ned in claim 30 wherein said 
one<of said jaws is located proximally of said other of saic jaws. 

42. (original) The surgical instrummt assembly de fined in claim 30 wherein said 
jaws are parts of a cartridge removably attachable to said -haft 

43- (original) The surgical instrument assembly defined in claim 30 wherein said 
occlusion device includes a removable cartridge member ncorporated in at least one of 
said jaws. 

44. (canceled) 

45. (currently amended) A surgical instrument ass ;mbly for the treatment of 
heinorrhoids, comprising an anoscope, a closure member, and a hemorrhoid occlusion 
device, 
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said anoscope including a hollow body having a longitudinal axis and defining a 
longitudinal channel, said hollow body being closed at a d stal end and at least partially 
open at a proximal end, said hollow body having a sidewa 1 formed with a bulging 
portion located on one side of said axis and extending froi x said proximal end partially 
along a length of said sidewall towards said distal end, sai 1 bulging portion being 
provided with a window spaced firom at least said distal ei id, 

said closure member being slidably connectable to said hollow body in said 
bulging portion for alternately covering and xmcovering Si id window, 

said hemonfaoid occlusion device including an ins nraient shaft provided at a 
distal end with two jaws, at least one of said jaws indudir g a C or U shaped clamping 
member movable alternately away and towards the ofh^ < f said jaws for clamping and 
occluding hemorrhoidal tissues protruding through said w ndow into said anoscope, said 
jaws being insertable into said anoscope so that said jaws are located on opposite side of 
hemorrhoidal tissues protruding through said window intc said anoscope, 

46. (previously presented) The surgical instrumem assembly defined in claim 45 
wherein said hemorrhoid occlusion device further include > a hemorrhoid occlusion 
component mounted to sdd jaws for acting on tissues gri] iped between said jaws, to 
couple said tissues to each other. 

47, (previously presented) The surgical instrumen assembly defined in claim 46 
wherein said hemorrhoid occlusion component is taken fi^ )m the group consisting of a 
staling mechanism, an injection mechanism coimectable to a reservoir of a sclerosing 
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composition, and radiation guide elements connectable to i source of electromagnetic 
radiation. 

48. (canceled) 

49. (currently amended) The method defined in cL im [[48]] 20 wherein the' 
closing of said jaws includes linearly translating at least o le of said jaws towards the 
other of said jaws. 

50. (new) The surgical instrument assembly defint d in claim 20 wherein said jaws 
define a U-shaped occlusion area. 

5 1 . (currently amended) Tho ourgioal inotrumea t-a i sombly d e fin e d in claim 30 A 
surgical instrument assembly for the treatment of hemorri i oids. comprisin g an anoscope 
and' a hemorrhoid occlusion device. 

said anoscope including a hollow body defining a -on gitudinal channel, said 
hollow body being closed at a distal end and at least parti; iW open at a pro ximal end> said 
hollow body having a sidewall provided with a window s; >aced firom at least said distal 
end. 

said hemorrhoid occlusion device including an im trument shaft provided at a 
distal end with two jaws, at least one of said laws includin g a clamping member movable 
alt^atelv away and towards the other of said iaws for cl anpinp an d occluding 
hemorrhoidal tissues protruding through said window intt ■ said anoscope. said jaws being 
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insertable into said anoscope so that said iaws are located m opposite side of 
hemorrhoidal tissues protruding tbrougfa said window into said anoscope. 

wherein said jaws are insertable into said anoscope so that one of said jaws is 
located on a far or distal side of hemorrhoidal tissues protj uding through said window 
into said anoscope, betwera the protruding hemorroidal ti ;sues and an inner or distal end 
of said anoscope, and so that another of said jaws is locate d on a near or proximal side of 
the protruding hemorrhoidal tissues, between the protrudii ig hemorroidal tissues and an 
outer or proximal end of said anoscope. 

52. (previously presented) The surgical instrument assembly defined in claim 51 
wherein said jaws are mounted for linear translation alten ately towards and away from 
one another. 

53. (previously presented) The surgical instrumem assembly defined in claim 30 
wherein said jaws define a U-shaped occlusion area. 
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